
Communication concerning the decision of the Curia of Hungary 

in civil case n° Pfv.I.20.375/2015 

 

The court of first instance refused to issue a certificate of execution to allow the default 

judgement and the decision establishing the costs of proceedings of a foreign court to be 

enforced in Hungary. The court reasoned that it could not be verified whether the debtor had 

been served with the document instituting the proceedings in sufficient time and in such a way 

as to enable him to arrange for his defence. The court of second instance modified the first 

instance decision and issued the requested certificates for the execution of the two foreign 

court decisions. It pointed out that the debtor had not sought to challenge the foreign decisions 

and he had not demonstrated that the possibility of judicial remedy had been excluded, 

therefore the conditions for the refusal of the recognition of the foreign decisions had not been 

satisfied. 

 

According to the Curia’s legal standpoint, a certificate of execution may be issued only in 

respect of a damning decision, and the debtor’s reference to the fact that he had not been 

served with the document instituting the proceedings in sufficient time and in such a way as to 

enable him to arrange for his defence can be successful only if he challenged the default 

judgement, provided that he was entitled to do so. In the present case, the debtor has not 

challenged the default judgement, although he has been given the possibility to do so, in 

addition, the decision establishing the costs of proceedings did not impose any payment 

obligation on the debtor. With regard to the above, the Curia quashed the second instance 

decision and confirmed the first instance decision concerning the foreign decision establishing 

the costs of proceedings, while it upheld the second instance decision in respect of the default 

judgement. 
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